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Dear Eric, 

 

I write to you on behalf of my constituents in Elmet & Rothwell to raise deep concerns over the Leeds Core 

Strategy, which you will be aware is currently being developed by Leeds City Council. 

Having attended and provided evidence at the soundness examination for the emerging Leeds City Council Local 

Development Framework, I have concerns that, contrary to government guidance, the local authority has not 

used the latest Office of National Statistics (ONS) data when agreeing a housing target figure for Leeds. 

My constituents have no objection to the building of new homes and most would welcome new affordable homes 

in sustainable and suitable locations with new highways, services and infrastructure built in. However, when 

there is so much available Brownfield land awaiting development in Leeds, it is premature for developers to bring 

forward plans for Greenfield developments. The Regional Economic Model and other evidence required, as set 

out in Practise guidance ID-2A-015-2014036, indicates that the number of dwellings required has been vastly 

over estimated. Regrettably, this means Greenfield and protected land is now being brought forward 

unnecessarily - contrary to government policy - because Leeds City Council has set a housing target figure that is 

neither achievable nor justified by the evidence provided. 

I have consistently argued that the housing target figure of 70,000, as set out in the Leeds Core Strategy, is 

flawed with no evidence to support it. Indeed, following the recent publication of the ONS 2012-based population 

projections, Leeds City Council has at last agreed with me that they have been using flawed figures to date. 

My constituents and I have sought to address this by requesting that the Inspector and the local authority re-

open the examination. I am extremely disappointing that, in light of such flawed evidence, this request has not 

been more positive and indeed undermines previous ministerial statements in the spirit of the Localism Act. 
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It is my understanding that your Department now has possession of the Inspector’s Fact Check Report and that 

Section 21 of the Localism Act provides you with powers of intervention.  

I write to ask that you evoke this privilege. 

My Conservative colleagues and I feel that Leeds City Council has consistently refused to revise the housing 

target downwards, even in the face of overwhelming evidence that it is far too high. My constituents and I believe 

that Section 21 is the last chance we have to protect our communities from premature development and hope 

you are able to act on this information and review the housing target figure set by Leeds City Council before the 

local plan is adopted.   

Yours ever, 

 
Alec Shelbrooke MP 
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