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Dear Mr Crabtree 

 

 

SITE ALLOCATION PLAN CONSULTATION 

 

As you will be aware I have, on several occasions, voiced my concerns in writing over the 

future of our greenbelt land and greenfield sites that are in danger of being lost as a result of 

development as part of the Council’s LDF Site Allocation Consultation. 

 

I still have grave concerns that the Housing Targets for the period remain far too high.  As a 

city we were rightly critical that the RSS target was doubled as it was clear that being able to 

build so many houses was unlikely and would threaten much of our greenfield sites as has 

been proven.  To, in effect, continue at such a level the Council has to prove it has sites to 

meet demand and that is now putting some of our greenbelt sites in danger. 

 

Looking at the site allocations across my constituency, I am pleased to see sites in Pudsey, 

Guiseley, Horsforth, Rawdon and Calverley being designated as Red sites but I am very 

concerned to see the inclusion of valuable greenbelt sites for development. 

 

Over the past 10 or 20 years, every part of my constituency has been affected by mass over 

development.  It is totally unacceptable that the Council are looking at our greenbelt for 

further development when there are areas across the city that could be regenerated and supply 

much needed housing. 

 

This is not a simplistic NIMBY view, as these communities have taken their full share of 

development over the years.  The result has been huge congestion on roads which have seen 

little improvement and investment over the last 100 years.  It has increased demand for 

school places and medical facilities. This high level of development will simply make this 

situation worse.   

  



 

 

2 

Mr P Crabtree 

1 August 2013 

 

 

 

Given that these communities have experienced a large number of developments would it not 

be more sensible to look at areas that are in need of regeneration and investment and also 

have far superior road and rail links to cope in a more sustainable way? 

 

This sort of ambition must surely be right for a city like Leeds which would help us to 

preserve our greenbelt which is the envy of many other cities in the UK. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Stuart Andrew MP  

Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Rt Hon Francis Maude MP 

 

 

 


